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Service for the Lord’s Day
The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

OCTOBER 4, 2026 | 8:45 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. | WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY




The Gathering for Worship
We gather as a Family of Faith and prepare our hearts to worship God.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

O God, just to be faithful until the end. I ask not brilliance of achievement, I crave not
a great body of work done. I pray only that I may be strong enough to keep on, brave
enough to fight through. Amen.

from “Beginning the Day” by Henry Edmonds

PRELUDE “Deck Yourself, My Soul, with Gladness” J. S. Bach

The service of worship begins with the music of the organ. Through its power and brilliance may
you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.

INTROIT “Thou, O Lord, Hast Made Us for Thyself” George Thalben-Ball
Thou, O Lord, hast made us for thyself, and our hearts are restless till they rest in thee.

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 19 Mr. Tittle

Minister: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims
his handiwork;

People:  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;

Minister:  The decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;

People:  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart.

Minister: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold.

People:  Sweeter than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.

All: Let us praise the Lord!

+ HYMN 624 “I Greet Thee Who My Sure Redeemer Art” TOULON

% Rise in body or spirit.



¢ PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, we open our hearts to you this day, and offer the truth of our lives: The
fear that stifles us, the prejudice that blinds us, the ignorance that hobbles us, the
doubt that plagues us. Help us, we pray, that we will find courage in unlikely places,
see the world with new and gracious eyes, move to those places where love is needed,
and have faith that you are with us. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

A period of silence for personal confession.

# KYRIE ELEISON from The Independent Service by Dr. Jeff McLelland
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¢ DECLARATION OF PARDON

Minister:  Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

% THE PEACE
Minister: May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Minister:  Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

>

Please exchange the peace with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.

% Rise in body or spirit.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Clayton

The Word
We listen for the word of God through scripture, music, and preaching.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 3:4b-14 Pew Bible, N.T. pg. 153

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

% HYMN 503 “Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation” O QUANTA QUALIA

During the singing of this hymn, children kindergarten age and younger may follow the acolyte
down the center aisle to the Ground Floor for childcare.

SERMON “Eyes on the Prize” Rev. Clayton

% Rise in body or spirit.



The Response to the Word
We respond to the hearing of God'’s word through reflection, prayer, and offering.

FOURTH GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION (11:00 A.M.)
Laura James & Beth Middleton

Edward Averitt Kingston Kirby Grey Sasser

Izzy Bouknight Harrison Lane Hudson Sasser
Jordan Coomes Jackson Lester Naomi Seamon
Cooper Dees Teddy Miller Madeline Sorabella
Maddie Duncan Coleman Morris Holt Sullivan
Thomas Fennell Robert Ratliff Lillian Wells
Aurora Kassaw Welles Rodgers

+« NICENE CREED

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds; God of God; Light of Light; Very
God of Very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down from
heaven; And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered, and was buried;
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into
heaven; And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with
glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. And
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Lord and Giver of Life; Who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look
for the resurrection of the dead; And the Life of the world to come. Amen.

% Rise in body or spirit.



+ PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

To give online, text OFFERING to (205) 927-3100 and follow the steps.

¢ THE DOXOLOGY (HYMN 606)
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

+« THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM
“Taste and See” Roland E. Martin
Asher Entrekin, tenor

Taste and see that the Lord is good; Happy are they who trust in him! I will bless the
Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth. I will glory in the Lord; let the
humble hear and rejoice. Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt His
Name together. I sought the Lord and he answered me and delivered me out of all my
terror. Look upon Him and be radiant and let not your faces be ashamed. I called in
my affliction and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles. The angel of
the Lord encompasses those who fear him, and he will deliver them.

Psalm 34:1-8

The Eucharist

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE Rev. Newton

% Rise in body or spirit.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Minister:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

SANCTUS from The Independent Service
The minister continues in prayer, and then is sung:
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION from The Independent Service
The minister continues in prayer, and then is sung:
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% Rise in body or spirit.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done; On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts; As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
“Adoramus Te Christe” W. A. Mozart

Adoramus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi, quia per sanctam crucem tuam redemisti mundum.
We adore Thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, who by Thy Holy Cross hast redeemed
the world.

“Ubi Caritas” Maurice Duruflé

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est; congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. Exultemus et
in ipso jucundemur, timeamus et amemus Deum vivum; et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.
Where charity and love are, there God is. The love of Christ has gathered us together.
Let us rejoice and be glad in him, let us fear and love the living God, and love one
another with a sincere heart.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The Sending
We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors.

% POSTLUDE “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” J. S. Bach



Flowers

The flowers on the War Memorial are given to the glory of God

and in loving memory of Earl James Trafton, Jr., Lieutenant J.G., U.S. Navy;

Korean War on the USS Canonicus in the Panama Canal Zone;

father of Katherine Trafton Leaver.

Announcements

Grace Groups
| Sign up online or in the Parlor

Grow in faith and fellowship this fall by
joining a Grace Group at IPC. Groups
will meet Oct. 11-Novw. 21 to study
Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected
Answers to Life’s Biggest Questions by
Timothy J. Keller. Sign up in the Parlor or
at ipc-usa.org on the Sign Up Links page.

Special Sunday School Series
Oct. 11-Nov. 1 | 10:00 a.m. | Room 305

“The Gospel at Risk? Confessing the Faith
Today” is a four-week series led by
professors from Columbia Theological
Seminary exploring the meaning and
importance of our Creeds. We will
examine whether the gospel is at risk
today and how generations of Christians
dealt with that issue in their time through
confessional statements.

IPC Crop Drop & Harvest for
Hunger Kick-Off
Sunday, Oct. 18 | 2:00 p.m. | IPC Parking Lot

All ages 5 and up are invited to this family-
friendly event to help sack crops for our
neighbors who struggle with food
insecurity. Childcare is available for ages 4
and under. Sign up in the Parlor or register
at ipc-usa.org on the Sign Up Links page.

When the Generations Meet: Caring
for Aging Parents
Wednesday, Oct. 21| 5:30 p.m. | GHI

Adults caring for aging parents while also
supporting children, work, or other family
responsibilities are invited to hear Dr.
Beverly E. Thorn, Professor Emerita of
Psychology at the University of Alabama,
discuss aging, dementia care, end-of-life
issues, and the challenges of caring across
generations. Dinner and childcare are
included with preregistration at ipc-usa.org
on the Sign Up Links page.



This Week at IPC

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6

8:45 A.M. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 9:30 A.M. Bridge, RM 309

10:00 A.M. Sunday School Classes 11:00 A.M. Intercessory Prayer, Chapel
10:50 A.M. Extended Atrium, Levels IT & III 12:00 P.M. Tapestries, RM 217

11:00 A.M. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 1:30 P.M. Centering Prayer, RM 304
3:45P.M. Young Adult Bible Study, HH Patio 3:00 P.M. Chair Yoga, RM 301

5:00 P.M. Table Worship, Highland Hall
6:00 PM. Youth Group, Garage

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
9:00 A.M. Yoga, RM 301

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 10:00 A.M. 10:30 A.M. Women at the Well, RM 101

o United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other 10:30 A.M. Caregiver Support Group, RM 304
Presbyterian Women, RM 304 10:30 A.M. Zoom Bible Study

« Digging Deeper in Our Faith Through the 1:00 P.M. Bridge, RM 308
Stories of the Old Testament, Presbyterian 101 3:00 P.M. Living After Loss Support Group, RM 304
Combined Classes, RM 305 5:30 PM. Lakeview Al-Anon, RM 304

« Epistle to the Hebrews: Its Social and 7:00 P.M. Lakeview AA, RM 307
Cultural World, Wonder Years, RM 306

* The Book of Romans, Reforrmed, RM 309 WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING

o The Prayers of Henry Edmonds, Bridges, GH1

5:00 .M. The Upward Way, RM 305
« Youth Sunday School (7th-12th Grade), RM 101

5:00 PM. Youth Grant Team, RM 101

+ Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 5:30 PM. Wednesday Night Dinner, Great Hall
(2K-6th Grade), Ground and 1st Floors 5:30 M. Home for Faith, RM 105
+ Nursery (6 weeks-18 months), RM G05 5:30 P.M. KidsROCK, Ground & Ist Floors

6:00 P.M. Bible Study with the Pastor, RM 218
6:30 P.M. IPC Choir Rehearsal, Music Suite

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
9:00 A.M. Home for Faith, RM 105

1:00 P.M.  Bridge, RM 308/309 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8

5:30 .M. Yoga, RM 301 11:00 A.M. Khnitting Ministry, RM 105

6:00 P.M. Boy Scouts, Scout Hut 12:00 PM. Bible Study with Rev. Clayton, RM 307
7:00 PM. Lakeview AA, RM 307 1:30 PM. Mahjong, RM 308

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
6:30 A.M. Bill Shanks Bible Study, GH2

To learn more about our upcoming events and to register for classes, please visit ipc-usa.org.



Welcome to IPC

Thank you for joining us today. Please
sign our friendship pad located in the pew
racks so we know who is worshiping with
us today. If this is your first visit, you are
invited to join us at the Welcome Table in
the Parlor following the service. We look
forward to meeting you and telling you
more about our church.

To learn more about IPC or membership,
please email us at membership@ipc-usa.org
or visit the New to IPC page on our website.

Special Gifts Received

Kirkwood Funds: (Chapel Fund) In
memory of Mrs. Carol E. Stephens.
(Horizon Fund) In memory of Mr. William
F. Edmonds and Mrs. Grace S. Etheridge.

Black Belt Immersion Trip

Join the Global Ministries team for a
hands-on immersion trip Nov. 6-8 in
Alabama’s Black Belt. The trip will include
a service project alongside Rural Studio,
along with visits to sites central to the
area’s civil rights and cultural history.
Learn more at ipc-usa.org.

Prayer List

Copies of IPC’s current prayer list are
available in the Parlor and Narthex.
To submit a prayer request

for a loved one, yourself, or any prayer
need, please contact Connie Logan

at clogan@ipc-usa.org.

Give To IPC

Mail a Check:

Independent Presbyterian Church
3100 Highland Avenue S.,
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

Give Online: EI'I':‘E,']LE
Scan to give in a secure, Fﬂ&@’éﬁ:
convenient format online. [=s -
Text to Give:

To give online, text GIVE to
(205) 927-3100 and follow the steps.

Watch Online

We invite you to worship with us
from wherever you are.

Join the 11:00 a.m. livestream at
YouTube.com @IPCBirmingham.



PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICES:

The Rev. Susan A. Clayton, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care & Adult Ministries
The Rev. D. Nicole Newton, Associate Pastor, Discipleship
Dr. Jeff R. McLelland, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Mrs. Beth Middleton, Director of Children’s Ministries
Mrs. Laura James, Children’s Subcommittee Member
Mr. Gaige Tittle, Seminary Intern

Acolytes:
(8:45 a.m.) Brooks Averitt, Sam Meriwether, Layton Meriwether
(11:00 a.m.) Bronson Cooley, Alexander Pledger, Millie Seamon

The Independent Presbyterian Church Choir
Asher Entrekin, tenor

INDEPENDENT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Rev. Kevin J. Long, Pastor
3100 Highland Avenue, South
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

PHONE: (205) 933-1830

OFFICE HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays

This congregation is affiliated with The Presbyterian Church (USA)
ipc-usa.org




