
The Table
LIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

WELCOME VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS! If this is your first visit, 
we would love to say hello and welcome you to our church family. 
Contact us: To learn more about joining IPC, please send an email to  
membership@ipc-usa.org or visit the New to IPC page on our website.

FLOWER DEDICATION: The flowers on the foyer table are given to 
the glory of God and in loving memory of Mark L. Miller.

GRACE GROUPS: Grow in faith and fellowship this fall by joining 
a Grace Group at IPC. Groups will meet Oct. 11–Nov. 21 to study 
“Encounters with Jesus: Unexpected Answers to Life’s Biggest 
Questions” by Timothy J. Keller. Sign up online at ipc-usa.org on the 
Sign Up Links page.

“THE GOSPEL AT RISK? CONFESSING THE FAITH TODAY” is a four-
week Sunday School series Oct. 11-Nov. 1 led by professors from 
Columbia Theological Seminary exploring the meaning and importance 
of our Creeds. Join us in room 305 at 10:00 a.m. to examine whether 
the gospel is at risk today and how generations of Christians dealt with 
that issue in their time through confessional statements.

IPC YOUTH CAMPING TRIP: Grades 7–12 are invited to an overnight 
camping trip at Living River, our Presbytery’s camp in Montevallo 
Saturday, Oct. 17–Sunday, Oct. 18. Register at ipc-usa.org on the 
Sign Up Links page.

IPC CROP DROP & HARVEST FOR HUNGER KICK-OFF: All ages 5 and 
up are invited to this family-friendly event on Sunday, October 18, 
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the large IPC parking lot to help sack crops for 
our neighbors who struggle with food insecurity. Register at  
ipc-usa.org on the Sign Up Links page.

WHEN THE GENERATIONS MEET: CARING FOR AGING PARENTS: 
Adults caring for aging parents while also supporting children, 
work, or other family responsibilities are invited on Wednesday, 
Oct. 21 at 5:30 p.m. in GH1 to hear Dr. Beverly E. Thorn, Professor 
Emerita of Psychology at the University of Alabama, discuss aging, 
dementia care, end-of-life issues, and the challenges of caring across 
generations. Dinner and childcare are included with preregistration 
at ipc-usa.org on the Sign Up Links page.

BLACK BELT IMMERSION TRIP: Join the Global Ministries team for a 
hands-on immersion trip Nov. 6-8 in Alabama’s Black Belt. The trip 
will include a service project alongside Rural Studio, along with visits 
to sites central to the area’s civil rights and cultural history. Learn 
more at ipc-usa.org. 

GAIGE’S BIBLE STUDY: Life under the sun often leaves us weary.  
Did you know the Bible actually gives us language to express the 
turmoil our souls experience? If you carry heavy burdens, join 
IPC’s Young Adults for a study on the Book of Ecclesiastes for living 
wisdom on our life and labor each Sunday afternoon at 3:45 p.m. on 
the patio at Highland Hall. This study will be led by Gaige Tittle, IPC 
Seminary Intern, this fall.
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THE LITURGICAL YEAR
IPC follows the liturgical calendar to mark the seasons of our life 
together. We are currently in the Season after Pentecost, also known 
as Ordinary Time. It is signified by the color green which represents 
new life and growth. Ordinary Time is observed from Pentecost until 
the beginning of Advent. 

CONNECT WITH IPC’S PASTORAL & PROGRAM STAFF 
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 Gathering
We gather as a community and prepare our hearts to worship God

Prelude

Gathering Song 	             	     “Three Little Birds”

Welcome	 	

Opening Hymn             	 “We Will Feast in the House of Zion”

Chorus: 	 We will feast in the House of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things, we will say together 
We will feast, and weep no more

Verse 1: 	 We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the Lord our God 
We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up

Repeat Chorus

Verse 2: 	 In the dark of night, before the dawn 
My soul, be not afraid 
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength

Repeat Chorus

Verse 3:	 Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful one 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together, bring shalom

Repeat Chorus

Listening

We listen for the word of God through confession, passing the 
peace, Scripture, and preaching

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy God, you surround us with beauty, but all we see is ugliness. 
You offer grace and peace, but we foster resentment and conflict. 
You point toward new and abundant life, but we fixate on doom 
and despair. Forgive us, O God, and renew us in faith, that, even 
as we work for justice, we may acknowledge all that is good in this 
world, and lift up your love and joy that are with us always. Amen.

Please observe a period of silence for personal reflection.

Declaration of Pardon
Leader:	 Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.
All:		  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

Peace
   Leader:	 May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
   All:		  And also with you. 
   Leader:	 Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

Please exchange the peace with the words, 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”

Confessional Response:  “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

 
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Lesson: Philippians 4:1-9

Sermon: “Honk If You’re Happy” 

Responding
We respond to the hearing of God’s word through  

reflection, prayer, offering, and communion

Sharing of Gifts                                                          
In gratitude for the love and grace extended to us by God, we share 
our resources to support ministries of justice, mercy, and beauty. 

-  Offering Song: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
-  �To give online, text OFFERING to (205) 927-3100 and follow 

the steps.

Celebration of the Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
     -  Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done; On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts; As 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; But 
deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen.

-  Words of Institution
-  �Communion of the People
-  Communion Song: “Praises”
-  Prayer after Communion

Sending
We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors

Closing Hymn	 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

Verse 1:	 What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer

Verse 2: 	 O what peace we often forfeit 
O what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer

Verse 3: 	 Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Verse 4: 	 Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

Benediction

Postlude

Our service is over, let our service begin,
fed by mystery, forgiven of sin.

Now our faith made real, when brokenness we heal, 
our service is over, let our service begin.

Welcome to The Table


