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Service for the Lord’s Day
The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

AUGUST 2, 2026 | 10:00 A.M. | COMMUNION SUNDAY




The Gathering for Worship
We gather as a Family of Faith and prepare our hearts to worship God.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

O God, mighty, majestic, Builder of all, Maker and Informer of the souls of men, Force
within force and Mover behind all history! Oh my God, close and tender, infinite in
compassion, Friend, Father, I yield to Thee, I give Thee my loving loyalty, my life’s
obedience. Amen.

from “Beginning the Day” by Henry Edmonds

PRELUDE “Cantilene” Malcolm Archer

The service of worship begins with the music of the organ. Through its power and brilliance may
you feel the majesty and glory of God; in its quietness, His peace.

CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Long

Minister: Come, let us draw near to the God who meets us in the wilderness,
People:  who does not abandon us in the struggle,

Minister:  who blesses and transforms us by grace,

People:  who calls us by name.

Minister: Come, let us worship the living God.

HYMN 305 “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” DARWALL’S 148TH

% Rise in body or spirit.



¢ PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and Gracious God, Like Jacob at the river Jabbok, we come before you carrying
the weight of our sin. We confess that we have failed to love you with our whole
hearts and our neighbors as ourselves. We have judged instead of shown mercy,
ignored those in need, and chosen the easy path rather than the way of Christ. Meet
us in your mercy, O Lord. Forgive us, renew us, and reconcile us to yourself and to
one another. Transform us by your grace, that we may walk in faithful obedience,
bearing the name of Christ with humility, courage, and love. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A period of silence for personal confession.

%+ KYRIE ELEISON from The Independent Service by Dr. Jeff McLelland
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+« DECLARATION OF PARDON

Minister:  Friends, this is the good news of the gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

< THE PEACE
Minister: May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Minister:  Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

>

Please exchange the peace with the words, “The peace of Christ be with you.

% Rise in body or spirit.



p’ A AT ) T TH J\ T I
oy 15 - — —— - £ = 15 |' o —— 7 N— } g
gt H— = : : -
Glo - ry to the Fa - ther, and to the Son and to the
——3——
oy 15— f f } f I F3 e o | | { —1— I } —
N— ~—
Ho - ly Spi rit As it was in the be - gin - ning, is
04 # N — |
(e i o o o ® | ® = i i | 1™ 7 T T i |
AN"4 - - - * T T T T T T T T T 1 |
D) I [ ' !
now, andwill be for - ev - er, world with -out  end. A - men.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Newton

The Word

We listen for the word of God through confession, passing the peace,
Scripture, and preaching.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 32:22-31 Pew Bible, O.T. pg. 23

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

+ HYMN 450 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE

During the singing of this hymn, children kindergarten age and younger may follow the acolyte
down the center aisle to the Ground Floor for childcare.

SERMON “A Changed Vision” Rev. Newton

% Rise in body or spirit.



The Response to the Word
We respond to the hearing of God'’s word through reflection, prayer, and offering.

¢ NICENE CREED Mr. Tittle

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds; God of God; Light of Light; Very
God of Very God; Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down from
heaven; And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made
man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered, and was buried;
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; And ascended into
heaven; And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with
glory to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. And
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Lord and Giver of Life; Who proceedeth from the
Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look
for the resurrection of the dead; And the Life of the world to come. Amen.

¢ PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

To give online, text OFFERING to (205) 927-3100 and follow the steps.

¢ THE DOXOLOGY (HYMN 606)
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

% Rise in body or spirit.



+« THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM
“Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love”

Sarah MacDonald

Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who, from yon bright throne above, ever watchful

oer our race, still to us extends his grace. Heaven and earth by him were made; all is
by his scepter swayed; what are we that he should show so much love to us below? God,
the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior’s blood, and, to make salvation sure,
guides us by his Spirit pure. Sing, my soul, adore his Name! Let his glory be thy theme:

praise him till he calls thee home; trust his love for all to come.

Anonymous, c. 1800

The Eucharist

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

% Rise in body or spirit.

Rev. Clayton



SANCTUS from The Independent Service

The minister continues in prayer, and then is sung:
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION from The Independent Service
The minister continues in prayer, and then is sung:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done; On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts; As we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen.

% Rise in body or spirit.



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

“Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” Howard Keever

Jesus, Thy boundless love to me no thought can reach, no tongue declare; O knit my
thankful heart to Thee, and reign without a rival there. Thine, wholly Thine, alone I
am; be thou my rod, and staff, and guide. O grant that nothing in my soul may dwell
but Thy pure love alone! O may Thy love possess me whole, my Joy, my Treasure, and
my Crown! All coldness from my heart remove; my ev'ry act, ev’ry word, ev’ry thought,
be love. O Love, how gracious is Thy way! All fear before Thy presence flies; all care
and sorrow melt away whereer Thy healing beams arise. O Jesus, nothing may I see,
nothing desire or seek, but Thee!

Paul Gerhardst, trans. John Wesley

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The Sending
We are sent out into the world to love God and our neighbors.

% POSTLUDE “Festival Finale” Malcolm Archer

Flowers

The flowers on the War Memorial are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Eddie P. Ort ITI, Captain, United States Navy;
Korean Conflict, SACLANT (Supreme Allied Command Atlantic), and NATO
appointments; husband of Ives Belle Ort, father of Janet Ort.

% Rise in body or spirit.



Flowers

The rose in the Children’s Chapel is given to the glory of God
and in honor of the birth of Ford Walker McCain, born on June 15, 2026, son of
Walker & Emily McCain, brother of Alice McCain, grandson of Amy & Byron McCain.

The roses in the Children’s Chapel are given to the glory of God
and in honor of the birth of twin boys, Robert Morgan Deer & William Alan Deer,
born on July 10, 2026, sons of Mary Riley & Charlie Deer, brothers of
Henry & Grace Deer, grandsons of Jill & Alan Deer.

The rose in the Children’s Chapel is given to the glory of God
and in honor of the birth of Louise Frances Covington, born on July 18, 2026,
daughter of Chappell & Sloan Covington, sister of Crawford & Dottie Covington,

granddaughter of Merrill Stewart.

Announcements

Save the Date: Back-to-School Events
Sunday, August 16

Mark your calendars for two back-to-
school traditions on Sunday, August 16:
Blessing of the Backpacks during
worship, when students and teachers are
invited to bring their backpacks, day
school totes, or briefcases for a special
blessing, and the IPC Youth Fall Kickoff
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Blackjack Farm for
students in grades 7-12. Please register for
the youth event at ipc-usa.org on the Sign
Up Links page.

Planning for What Matters
Sunday, Aug. 23 | 11:00 a.m. | HH Garage

Whether you're starting from scratch or
revisiting decisions you've already made,
there’s no better time than now to have a
plan. Join IPC members and estate
planning professionals Sheri Robinson
and Jessica Grover for a practical
conversation about wills, medical and
financial powers of attorney, common
misconceptions, frequently used terms,
and resources for next steps. Please
register at ipc-usa.org on the Sign Up
Links page.



Welcome to IPC

Thank you for joining us today. Please
sign our friendship pad located in the pew
racks so we know who is worshiping with
us today. If this is your first visit, you are
invited to join us at the Welcome Table in
the Parlor following the service. We look
forward to meeting you and telling you
more about our church.

To learn more about IPC or membership,
please email us at membership@ipc-usa.org
or visit the New to IPC page on our website.

Special Gifts Received

Kirkwood Funds: (Horizon Fund)

In memory of Mr. William F. Edmonds,
Mrs. Joyce S. Marsh, and

Mr. Pat W. Stockdill.

Prayer List

Copies of IPC’s current prayer list are
available in the Parlor and Narthex.
To submit a prayer request

for a loved one, yourself, or any prayer
need, please contact Connie Logan

at clogan@ipc-usa.org.

Give To IPC

Mail a Check:

Independent Presbyterian Church
3100 Highland Avenue S.,
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

Give Online: EIFE.I-LEI
Scan to give in a secure, %@%ﬁ

. Ty

convenient format online. [=]

Text to Give:
To give online, text GIVE to
(205) 927-3100 and follow the steps.

Watch Online

We invite you to worship with us
from wherever you are.

Join the 10:00 a.m. livestream at
YouTube.com @IPCBirmingham.



This Week at IPC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
9:00 A.M. Adult & Youth Sunday School, RM 9:00 A.M. Yoga, RM 301

305/306 10:30 A.M. Caregiver Support Group, RM 304
9:00 A.M. Childcare, Ground Floor 10:30 A.M. Zoom Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Combined Traditional Worship, 1:00 P.M. Bridge, RM 308

Sanctuary 3:00 P.M. Living After Loss Support Group,
5:00 P.M. Table Worship, Highland Hall RM 304

5:30 P.M. Lakeview Al-Anon, RM 304
6:30 PM. IPC Choir Rehearsal, Music Suite
7:00 P.M. Lakeview AA, RM 307

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
11:30 A.M. Book Review Group, GHI

1:00 P.M. Bridge, RM 308/309

5:30 M. Yoga, RM 301 THURSDAY, AUGUST 6

6:00 P.M. Boy Scouts, Scout Hut 11:00 A.M. Knitting Ministry, RM 105
7:00 P.M. Lakeview AA, RM 307 2:00 .M. Mahjong, RM 308
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

9:30 A.M. Bridge, RM 309 6:30 A.M. Bill Shanks Bible Study, GH2

11:00 A.M. Intercessory Prayer, Chapel
1:30 PM. Centering Prayer, RM 304
3:00 P.M. Chair Yoga, RM 304



PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICES:

The Rev. Kevin J. Long, Pastor
The Rev. Susan A. Clayton, Associate Pastor, Congregational Care & Adult Education
The Rev. D. Nicole Newton, Associate Pastor, Discipleship
Dr. Jeff R. McLelland, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Mr. Gaige Tittle, Seminary Intern

Acolyte: Oliver Lyons

The Independent Presbyterian Church Choir Ensemble

INDEPENDENT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3100 Highland Avenue, South
Birmingham, Alabama 35205

PHONE: (205) 933-1830

OFFICE HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays

This congregation is affiliated with The Presbyterian Church (USA)
ipc-usa.org




