CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

12 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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1Im - mor-tal in - vis - i - ble God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest -ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - estt to  both great and smali.
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in  light.
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want -ing, nor  wast - ing, thou rul - est in might:
In all  life thou liv - est, the true life  of all.
Thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight.
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice, like moun-tains high soar-ing a - bove;
We Dblos-som and flour - ish like leaves on  the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - y,  vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang - eth thee.
tis  on - ly the splen-dor of light hid - eth thee!
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The wpening line of this hymmn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King
James Version), and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own finite existence, The text is
well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.
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:F_EXT: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, all.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839



450 Be Thou My Vision
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Guitar chords in Pew Edition do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thoi my true Word;
3 Rich - es I heed not, nor  vain, emp - ty praise;
4 High King Heav - en, my vic - to - ry  won,
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naught be all else to me save that thou art;
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou mine in - her - i -~ tance, now and al - ways;
may I reach heav-en’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
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thou my  Dbest thought, by day or by night
thou my soul's shel - ter, and thou my high tower;
thou and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres-ence my light.
raise thou me heaven-ward, O Power of my power
High King of Heav - en, my ftrea-sure thou  art
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung

despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

TEXT: trish | poem; trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912, al.
MUSIC: Irish ballad; harm. David Evans, 1927
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press
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JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

265 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - eer  the sun . does its suc-
2 To  him shall end - less prayer be made, and prais - es
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ery tongue dwell on his
4 Bless-ings a-bound wher - e'er he reigns: the pris-oners
5 Let ev-ery crea - ture rise and bring hon-ors pe -
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ces - sive jour - neys  rumn; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name, like sweet per -
love with sweet -est  song, and in - fant voic - es
leap to loose their chains; the wea-ry find e -
cu - liar to our King; an - gels de - scend with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no  more.
fume, shall rise with ev - ery morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are  blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud A - men!
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This hymn is a classic example of how Isaac Watts Christianized the Psalms, in this case Psalm 72:5-19, by
turning their messianic language to New Testament equivalents. The tune was at first nameless and
anonymous, but is now called by the address of the supposed composer.

TEXT: lsaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. John Halton, c. 1793

DUKE STREET
LM



